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Surface Soil Moisture from 13 to 19 January, 2026
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During the third week of January 2026 (15"-21st January), rainfall was recorded in the northern parts
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa whereas, no rainfall was observed elsewhere, as depicted in Figure 1. The
departure of rainfall from the weekly normal (1991-2020), illustrated in Figure 2, indicates below-
normal rainfall nationwide, characterized by negative anomalies reaching 25 mm. Notably, the upper

parts of the country exhibited significant below-normal rainfall.

Departure of rainfall (mm)
From normal(1991-2020)
From (15 to 21%%) January, 2026
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Figure 1: Spatial Distribution of Rainfall (mm) Figure 2: Departure of Rainfall (mm)

Figure 3 illustrates the spatial distribution of mean temperature across Pakistan during the third
week of January, showing a nationwide range of -3°C to 21°C. The upper and central parts of the
country recorded temperatures between -3°C and 13°C, whereas the southern and western regions

recorded values ranging from 13°C to 21°C.

Figure 4 presents the departure of mean temperature from the weekly normal (1991-2020). During
this period, above-normal temperatures prevailed in most parts of the country, with positive
anomalies ranging from 0.1°C to 6°C. Conversely, marginally below-normal temperatures of up

to 0.5°C were observed in Lahore, Jhelum, Mianwali, and Jiwani.
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Figure 3:Spatia Distribution of Mean Temperature (°C) Figure 4: Departure of Mean Temperature (°C)

Figure 5 illustrates the spatial distribution of normal rainfall (1991-2020) across the country for
the third week of January. Climatologically, most parts of the country receive rainfall ranging from
1 mm to 50 mm during this period. The upper parts of the country typically record rainfall between

10 mm and 50 mm; however, rainfall remains at trace levels in Sindh and southern Punjab.

Figure 6 depicts the spatial distribution of normal mean temperature (1991-2020) for the same
period. Mean temperatures typically range from -2°C to 22°C nationwide. The upper parts of the
country and Balochistan record lower temperatures between -2°C and 12°C, while the southern

regions experience temperatures ranging from 12°C to 22°C.
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Figure 5: Spatial Distribution of normal rainfall (mm) Figure 6: Spatial Distribution of mean temperature (°C)




Figure 7 illustrates deviations in terrestrial water storage derived from NASA’s GRACE-FO
satellite observations, depicting soil moisture conditions during the period from 13 to 19 January
2025, compared with the long-term average (1948-2012). Drought indicators are presented in the
form of percentiles based on historical climatic data, where lower percentiles (red shades) indicate
drier-than-normal conditions, while higher percentiles (blue shades) represent wetter-than-normal
conditions. Predominantly dry conditions prevailed across the country; conversely, the northern

parts of GB, Tharparkar, Umerkot, and adjoining areas indicate wetter conditions.
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f

324

Latitude °
w
s
Wetness Percentile

62.5 65.0 67.5 70.0 72.5 75.0 77.5
Longitude °

Figure 7: Surface Soil Moisture (Percentile)

Forecast for 22" to 28™ January 2026

Widespread intermittent rain, accompanied by strong winds and thunderstorms, is forecasted for
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan, [slamabad, Punjab, Sindh, and Balochistan, with
snowfall likely in the hilly terrain. Notably, heavy snowfall is anticipated in Chitral, Dir, Swat,
Kalam, Shangla, Kohistan, Battagram, Mansehra, Abbottabad, Murree, Galiyat, Neelum Valley,
Bagh, Havelian, and Rawalakot.

For drought update, visit NDMC official website:
https://ndmc.pmd.gov.pk/new/bulletins.php




